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Swavesey in the Middle Ages was the centre of a large 11th-century estate, and for a castle built in the late 11th or earlier 12th century, a priory founded in the late 11th century and a port town with a market from the mid 13th century.  
Swavesey's fens remained flooded longer than those of other parishes.  The Ouse at Swavesey lode was allegedly quite overflowing.  Drainage was built and extended and owners and occupiers formed a committee for drainage in 1856.  
[bookmark: anchorn36]The Cambridge to St. Ives railway was opened across the parish in 1847 with Swavesey station north-east of the church. The station was closed to goods traffic in 1966 and to passengers in 1970. The recorded peasant population was 65 in 1086.  There were over 200 holdings in 1279. 
Roman pottery has been found on a mound west of the present village.  Until the later 20th century Swavesey village consisted of a densely built-up area on an island of river gravel in the north, with the church and manor house isolated on a second island north of it beyond the navigation drain, and a long street running south along the central ridge. 
Although it has been suggested that the original village was in the south, on a deserted site at Boxworth End, and that the inhabitants were moved northwards to a new fortified and planned town in the mid or late 13th century. 
 
[bookmark: anchorn52]The church stood there by the later 11th century, with an priory north of it by 1086 and the manor house of Swavesey manor east of it by the later Middle Ages Settlement was otherwise restricted to the southern island, where a town had probably begun to develop by 1086.   The original focus was perhaps on the highest part of the island, where three roads make a Y junction: Station Road leading to the church, Taylor's Lane leading towards the causeway to Fen Drayton.
 The castle was built west of the Y junction probably c. 1070 or in the 1140s.
Swavesey was a port apparently by 1177, with a dock.
Apart from new building, much rebuilding was occasioned by the fires which swept the village. A fire station was built. A fire which began in Taylor's Lane in 1913 destroyed at least 28 houses, most of them in Station Road.  
New farms were built in the fields after 1840. Trinity College Farm on Utton's Drove existed by 1841.
After the opening of a village college in 1958 west of Middle Watch. By 1973 the space between Gibraltar and School lanes had been filled by Carter's Way and Priory Avenue with 97 houses of c. 1972, while further south Whitton Close stood between the college and Middle Watch, with some houses dating from before 1963 and others from the late 1960s; further houses were being built south of Gibraltar Lane in 1973.  Between School Lane and the former town ditch the Thistle Green estate was under construction from c. 1980.  East of the main street Ramper Road was built up apparently in the 1950s and later; a caravan park lay south of it in 1973.  By 1986 houses had been built in Greenside Close leading off Middle Watch. Building had begun on Hobbledods close by 1968.  In 1988, after the demolition some years earlier of the old houses in Wallman's Lane,  a new housing estate was being built there. Further north Chequers Court on the east side of Station Road was built between 1984 and 1986.  
There were at least 3 inns in 1765 and 8 in the early 19th century, and between 1858 and 1900 generally 14-16 inns and beerhouses. 
A skating match between a Fen and a Lancashire team took place at Swavesey in 1827.  A match was held in 1857 on ice near the church,  probably in Mare fen, where an ice hockey match against Earith took place in 1879  and where skating championship meetings were held from 1880 until 1933.  
 

