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What IS A Symbol

* A symbol is often an ordinary
object, event, person, color or
animal to which we have
attached extraordinary meaning
and significance beyond the
literal level.
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LION

Known as the "king of the jungle,’ the
lion is a symbol of strength, royalty
and authority. In religion, it is used to
represent Christ as king.
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CRESCENT

The astrological sign representing
the moon, the crescent symbolizes
new beginnings and the making of
dreams into reality.
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LIGHT

A symbol of purity, goodness, clarity
and enlightenment. In religion, light is
often associated with immortality
and a higher power.
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RAINBOW

Often seen after a rain, the rainbow
signifies new beginnings, hope, the
fulfillment of a dream and the
promise of prosperity.
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Baptism: A Christian symbol. But what does it mean? Here are lots of images
of baptism in lots of different contexts, but they all have something in
common...water! Why is this? Let's remind ourselves of what we have learnt
about the Christian faith this week, as it will help answer this question.
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A reminder of what many Christians believe the one big story of the Bible is saying.

1) -
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5)
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6)

Baptism: A symbol of a new life

For many Christians

Being dirty: A symbol of what happens when you say no to God and live against
what he asks. It is a symbol of needing to ask God for forgiveness, but not asking
for it.

Being clean: A symbol of what it is like once God has forgiven you.

But what do you need in order to make you physically clean?...Water. That is why
water is the symbol at baptism. It is a symbol of being forgiven by God. Baptism
is a symbol for saying that you would like to be forgiven by God.

But for many Christians, the symbol of baptism reminds Christians that they
cannot ‘clean’ themselves; that they cannot get God to forgive them by being
'nice' people, but rather they need the hero of the Bible, Jesus to do that for
them. Many Christians believe that Jesus in one sense needs to 'wash them'
clean, as such to forgive them for what they have done wrong. Christians believe
the only way to be forgiven by God is to believe that Jesus came to earth to
‘wash people clean', to come to earth to make it possible for God to forgive them.
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Task: Explain what many Christians believe the one big story of the Bible to be.
Do this, by using what we have looked at in this lesson; make a cartoon picture and some text next to it.
You can put it in your own words or use the words given in the pictures.

Title: What many Christians believe the one big story of the Bible to be

There should be 6 pictures with words

1) God is loving and made everything

2) People say no to God being in charge

3) People deserve punishment for not obeying God's rules

4) Jesus came to earth and died to take the punishment people deserve

5) Jesus came back to life. He will forgive those who ask him for forgiveness

6) Baptism: A symbol used by those who has asked God for forgiveness
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