LO. To learn about different ways to start a story and capture the reader’s interest.

Your task is to:
a. Decide whether the story starters begin with an unusual action, a wow moment, a description or speech. Some of them may start with more than one of these techniques. Use a key to show this.

b. Which ones do you like the most? Why? Choose four.

1. Icy fingers gripped my arm in the darkness.
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2. ‘It shouldn’t have been me!’ cried Edward.

3. My hair stood on end, a shiver raced down my spine and a lump came to my throat. The footsteps got closer and I could hear heavy breathing getting louder and louder. I knew it was him...

4. ‘It can’t be true? It should never have happened!’ cried the Headteacher in surprise.

5. Bleary-eyed, I went downstairs for breakfast, the house was empty, even the furniture had gone...nothing was there. I called for my parents but there was no reply. It was silent!

6. Three of us.  We were the only ones left, the only ones to make it to the island.

7. The car screamed to a halt, four men wearing masks jumped out and ran into the nearest building, I looked around. The street was deserted except for me. 

8. Grey and foreboding, the castle stood atop the hill looking down across the small town, in the topmost window of the highest tower stood a small boy called Gus. His face looked sorrowful, almost ghost-like and he looked scared. He beckoned me forward with his index finger. 

9. Closer and closer it came, it was getting bigger and bigger, soon it filled the vast night sky above, was the moon falling? 
‘What has happened to your bedroom?’ exclaimed Dad in horror.
 
10. As she walked along the quiet street the tiny dragon in her pocket stirred restlessly. 

11. I pushed open the old creaky door of the haunted house and looked inside. What a sight met my eyes! Cobwebs hung from every corner of the dusty, huge room and rusty suits of armour stood proud against the walls.

12. ‘Help me somebody please - I can’t hang on any longer…’ screamed the young boy who was hanging perilously off the cliff face.

