
WELCOME TO 

YEAR 3 AND YEAR 4

SEPTEMBER 2023



THE CHILDREN
We currently have about 90 

children in our phase.

They are split into 3 teaching classes: 

Swans, Badgers and Kingfishers



CLASS TEACHERS
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We have really enjoyed welcoming the children back to school.

They have settled well, and we would like to congratulate 
them on their readiness to learn.



THE TEACHING ASSISTANTS
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We are lucky to have wonderful TAs working within our phase, supporting the 
children with their learning.

Mrs Kent Mrs Parkes Miss Ellson Miss Sharp



ADDITIONAL TEACHERS
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OUR AIMS
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• We aim to provide a varied and stimulating 
curriculum to capture the interest of our pupils

• We aim to teach happy, healthy and confident  
children

• We aim for all children to perform and achieve to 
the best of their ability, challenging themselves in 

a safe and nurturing environment 



TUESDAY AFTERNOONS 
PPA TIME

Tuesday afternoons are our PPA sessions where we plan, prepare lessons and 
look at our assessment procedures. 

We work closely as a team, sharing ideas and planning lessons. 

Time is spent looking at pupils’ work to ensure consistency and progression 
across the three classes.

Children who need extra support are highlighted and interventions planned.



OUR TOPICS

Each term we have a main topic focus.
We endeavour to integrate the topic into most areas of the curriculum.

This term our topic is history based and is titled 

'From Cavemen To Celts.’ 

We will be looking at a variety of sources and artefacts to find out 
about everyday life during these times.

Our Spring Term topic is Science and Geography based and is called 

'Rocks and Fossils.'

The Summer Term topic is history based once again and is called

'The Ancient Greeks'
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YEAR 3 AND 4 ANNUAL PRODUCTION 
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Our Year 3 and 4 production will be based around our 
topic, 

'From Cavemen to Celts.’

• There will be an afternoon performance early in the 
new year on 17th January and an evening performance 

on 18th January.

Please save the dates!
One not to be missed!



SCHOOL VISITS AND 

TRIPS
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School visits and trips enhance and enrich the learning that takes place in 
school. 

We aim to invite specialists into school to talk to the children and take the 
children out to visit educational sites during the year. 

We are visiting Wandlebury Country Park for a survival day linked to our 
Cavemen to Celts topic.

Badgers and Kingfishers – Monday 9th October
Swans – Thursday 12th October

The day will hopefully consist of a variety of activities that may include map 
reading, fire lighting and den building.

We always need parent volunteers to help us supervise the children on these 
days. Your help is greatly appreciated.



ENGLISH AND MATHS

English and Maths lessons are taught every 
day, usually in the mornings.

The curriculum is demanding and 
challenging, therefore additional support at 

home is beneficial.

TAs, when available, will support children 
and small groups within each class.



ON-LINE LEARNING

PURPLE MASH

Purple Mash is our school learning ICT platform that can be accessed at home. 
As a school we used it successfully as our main teaching area during home-
schooling and it continues to support our pupils well.

It provides children with a good variety of activities in a range of subjects, 
plus enables them to communicate through e-mail with other pupils and 
teachers in our school in a safe learning environment. 

It is essential that you know your child's user name and password as homework 
will be set each week through this platform. If you are new to our school, your 
child will be given a card with these details. If you have forgotten or lost your 
details please get in touch with the school office.
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ASSESSMENT Your child will be assessed continuously 
throughout the year against Key Performance 

Indicators (KPI's) for their 
specified year group in 

Maths, Reading and Writing.

To achieve the expected working ‘at’ level 
children must have met all the assessment 

indicators consistently and independently in 
their lessons.

There is  a Parent Guide to the KPIs on our school website.





WEEKLY HOMEWORK
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We really appreciate your support, and we cannot stress the 
importance of helping your child at home.

Weekly homework:
• regular reading practice (ideally daily for at least 15 minutes)

• learning weekly spellings
• learning times tables

Homework will be set on Purple Mash. Here you will find the weekly 
spelling list and x tables to learn and activities to support your child.

Kingfishers and Badgers: spellings and x tables tests every 
Wednesday 

Swans: spellings and x tables tests every Friday



TERMLY TOPIC HOMEWORK

One piece of termly topic-based homework is also set. 

Your child can choose from a selection of activities to 
complete and will share their work to the class. 

Smiley faces will be awarded for super work and effort. 

We would prefer your child to produce one fabulous 
piece of work that shows effort and time rather than 

lots of short, quick pieces. 

Try to imagine it as a mini project.
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DAILY READING
We cannot stress the importance of daily reading. It develops 

confidence, fluency and comprehension skills. 

Please make time to hear your child read aloud every day for about 
15-20 minutes. 

It is important to ask your child questions about the text as this 
develops comprehension skills that are crucial to understanding and 

enjoyment.

Reading to your child also enhances key vocabulary skills and is an 
enjoyable and valuable one to one time. 

Bedtime stories are one way to bond with your child whilst 
developing key reading skills and should be a pleasurable time of the 

day.

We encourage children to be more independent in their reading 
choices; choosing their own books from the classroom, school 

library and ideally out of school libraries.



SPELLING HOMEWORK

Each week your child will be given a set of spellings to learn 
for a weekly test through their Purple Mash account.

The majority of these spellings will follow a given pattern 
and then later in the year there will be additional spellings 

that focus on words from the Year 3/4 Word List.

We encourage you to help your child learn their spellings 
through a variety of methods.

Each week a Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check sheet will be 
sent home and will also be available on Purple Mash.

This is only one way to learn spellings - you may want to 
experiment with your child to find the best way for them.



THE YEAR 3 AND 4 SPELLING LIST

Year 3 and 4 have 109 statutory spellings set out in the National Curriculum.

They are challenging and will require a substantial amount of time to learn.

We will be regularly addressing these words at school during the year 
but your child will need to practice them at home regularly.

Termly tests will be given and results will be shared with you.

Year 3 are aiming to spell 50% of the spellings correctly by the end of the 
year.

Year 4 are aiming to spell 80% of the spellings correctly by the end of 
the year.

.
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TIMES TABLE HOMEWORK

Times Tables are an essential part of the Maths Curriculum. 

At school we will focus on learning times tables but it is essential that you support your 
child at home learning their tables and the related divisions. 

Weekly tests will focus on specific times tables and will be set on your child’s 
Purple Mash account.

By the end of the year:
Year 3 are expected to accurately recall their 2,3,4,5,6,8 and 10 x tables 

and related division

Year 4 are expected to accurately recall all of their times tables up to 12x by 12x

Termly tests will assess the children on all times tables and their progress 
will be shared with you.

23



YEAR 4 MTC

MULTIPLICATION TIMES TABLES 

CHECK – SUMMER TERM
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The DofE has introduced a statutory times tables test at the end of 
Year 4.

Pupils will be tested on all times tables, including the corresponding 
division facts.

Eg. By knowing 3 x 4 = 12 pupils should know that 12 divided by 4 = 3

The test consists of 25 questions with 6 seconds to answer.

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check

Search: multiplication tables check maths frame

https://mathsframe.co.uk/en/resources/resource/477/Multiplication-Tables-Check
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TALK TO YOUR CHILD

Please take time to talk to your child!

We are all so busy and it is so easy to have minimal 
conversation at home when we are rushing around and whilst 

children are playing on screens.

We cannot stress the importance of ensuring that your child 
speaks in full sentences, rather than grunting a one word 

reply. 

At school we have been focusing on building vocabulary skills 
through careful modelling of the English language through 

talk.

For example, we encourage our pupils to say, 

'Please may I have a packed lunch,' when answering the 
dinner register.



SCHOOL BAGS AND PENCIL CASES

Children require a small bag only – our cloakroom space is very limited.

We are trying to reduce the movement of equipment between school 
and home.

Your child will be provided with their own pencil case and stationery. 

We will not be using Homework Books as all homework will be set on 
the Purple Mash platform.

Your child will only require a coat, a water bottle, a snack and a
packed lunch. During hot weather, they will also require a sun hat. 

Please name all items.

Please do not send anything else to school.



TOILETS, SNACKS AND WATER BOTTLES

Toilets - Pupils in Year 3/4 are encouraged to go 
to the toilet during play time and lunch time, 

rather than lesson times. 

However, toilets are limited so we do allow fluid 
trips to the toilet.

Snacks - Fruit is not provided in KS2 but 
children are allowed to bring in their own piece 

of fruit for a snack.

Water Bottles - We encourage children to bring 
water bottles to school. These will be kept either 

by your child's desk or in a tray inside the 
classroom.



PE

On PE days pupils should arrive in school 
wearing their PE kits to save time changing in 

class.

Badgers - Tuesday and Wednesday

Kingfishers  - Tuesday and Wednesday

Swans - Monday and Tuesday until October half 
term 



SWIMMING

The KS2 curriculum aims for all pupils to swim unaided for 25m.

During the Autumn term the Year 4 top-up swimmers will be swimming at St Ives One Leisure. 

Mrs Turian has informed the parents of the children involved in these sessions.

Year 3 children will receive swimming lessons later this year. You will be informed by Mrs 
Turian in advance.

We have managed to secure swimming lessons this year on Tuesday afternoons.



Thank you for supporting us!

We hope you have found this presentation useful and 
informative.

If you have any concerns, please contact your child's class
teacher by e-mailing the office.

We would much rather know if your child is worried. It is 
much easier to deal with an issue if we know about it sooner 

rather than later.


