
Sound Topic: What is volume? 

 

The volume of a sound is measured in decibels dB. 

Have a look at these pictures and try to put them in order from the quietest to 

the loudest. What do you think? 

                                                

Rice Krispies in a bowl            Alarm Clock                        Whispering quietly 

 

                       

A motorbike engine         A crying baby                    Talking normally 

 

Now watch this clip to find out more about soundwaves and volume. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgffr82/articles/zqtdpbk 

The soundwaves look different when a sound is louder compared to a quieter sound. 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgffr82/articles/zqtdpbk


You can explore sound with this simple demonstration. 

 

 

 

There is also a video link showing the instructions for this investigation: 
httpswww.youtube.com/watch?v=37csXse35YQ 

How does the experiment work? 

 

Quietest to loudest answers: whisper 20dB, rice krispies 24dB, talking 60dB, alarm clock 65-80dB, motorbike 

engine 95dB, crying baby 110dB  

Note: You could replace the rice with salt or 

another granular substance depending on 

what you have to hand at home. 

Explore what happens to the rice if you bang 

more loudly on metal pan. Compare this to 

when you bang the pan quietly. 

What do you notice? 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37csXse35YQ

